Barium intravasation during an upper gastrointestinal examination: a case report and literature review.
Barium ingestion is a routine practice in the radiologic examination of the alimentary tract. Barium intravasation is a rare complication, often resulting in the rapid onset of hypotension and death. The literature on this type of complication is sparse. In the majority of reported cases, the event involved high pressure barium instillation. This case illustrates the rare occurrence of barium in the portal venous circulation after an upper gastrointestinal examination.